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Growth-fonn and life-fonn spectra ofvegetation are important structural traits indicative of site
conditions, in particular previous disturbance. Use influences the vegetation primarily as spatio-
temporal pattern of disturbance intensity and frequency, and very often has a far greater influence
on vegetation form than any other ecological factor. The study compares the secondary
vegetation of the following agricultural test areas with regard to growth-fonn structure: eight
areas in the municipality of Igarapé Açu, northeastern Pará, and two near Manaus, Amazonas.
The areas differ as to past and current use, and in part also as to soil conditions. The age of the
vegetation studied is one year and 7-8 years. Comparisons of such test areas in the Eastern and
Central Amazon are of practical interest owing to the different use histories of the regions -
approx. 90 years agricultural use in the northeast of Pará and in part only about 10 years in
Manaus - since they may yield prognoses for the development of the vegetation of the areas
that have been in use for a short time only. The results for all test areas show growth-form
spectra which are mainly attributed to past disturbance patterns (previous use). The extent to
which the different growth-fonn spectra of the test areas are due to differences in the land use
intensity or the substrate, is discussed.
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